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to, and T hope when the nest Speech
comes down there will be even fewer, be-
cause twe do not want legislation at all.
Our statute books are primed up and
pressed 1o overflowing with legislation,
and some of it is a Jdead-letter. We want
less legislation and muvre administration,
and if T may be permitted to say so, I
think if the sessions were shorter and
fewer Bills were introduced and the
Ministyy of the day had an opportunity
to spend all their time in administration,
it would b= better in he inferests
of the State. 1 will not trespass
vich longer.  The tenor of the Specch
as a whole is of econfidence, and 1
think that should be so. Recently I had
the privilege and pleasure of travelling
to the old country and seeing other
countries and places as weil, and I have
returned perfectly satisfied with the out-
Jook of this great State. As mentioned
in the Speech, we find the pastoral indus-
try in a  satisfactory  condition,  the
wining - industry improving. the timber
industry all right, and a large popularion
settling on the land, «o that the agrieunl-
tural industry is also <ound. While we
have a great tervitory, the area that
has heen settled upon—e600,000 acres—is
only, fizuratively speaking, a druvp onl
of the bucket.  In addition we have
another asset not  mentioned in the
Speech. It strmek me when travelling
through Egvpt thad in the fulure there
will he great schemes of water conserva-
tion in this State, and the lands at pre-
senl arid and useless will hecome sources
of wealth. Mr. President, T will not de-
tain you further.
in seconding fthe Address-in-Reply,

On motion by Hon. J. W. Langsford
dehate adjourned.

The Howse adjourned at 3.45 p.m.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The Legislative Assembly et at noun,
pursuant to proclamation by His Exeel-
lency the Governor, which proclamation
was read by the Clerk (Mr. C. Lee
Steere).

MESSAGE: OPENING BY COMMIS-

S1IONERS.

A meszage from the Commissioners ap-
pointed by the (Governor to do all things
necessary tor (he opening of Pacliament
rerjuested lhe altendance of members of
the Legislative Assembly in the Leyisla-
tive Couneil Chamber; and Lon. inembers
having aecovdingly  proeeeded to  that
Chamber and heard the Commission read,
they veturned to the Assembly Chamber.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

His Honour the Chief Justice (Sir S,
H. Parker). having bheen commissioned
by the Governor, appeared in fhe Assem-
bly Chamber to ndminister o menbers
the vath of allegiance to His Majesty the
King.

The (lerk produced election  writs
showing the rveturn of 19 wembers as
representatives for the Legislative As-
semhly, the writ for Menzies not heing
returned owing to the eleetion having
been upset on appeal to the Court of Dis-
puted Returns and a fresh election or-
derer,

Al the members elected were present
and took and subscribed the oalll as re-
guired hy slatute, and signed the roll.

ELECTION OF SPEAKER,

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J.
Moore}, addressing the Clerk, said: My,
Lee Steere, the Hounse heing duly consti-
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futed. it becomes our duty and privilege
to first elect an hon. member to preside
over our deliberations, and I have much
pleasore in moving that Mr. Quinlan be
re-elected to the position he oceupied
during the preceding Parliament. I feel
sure that if Mr. Quinlan is elected he
will eairy out the duties of the oflice with
honour and dignity and with satisfaction
to all sections of the House, T, there-
fure, have much pleasure in moving:—

That Mr. Quinlun do lake the Chair

of this House as &peaker,

The TREASURER (Hon.
Wilson) : T second the motion,

Mr. JOHNSON (Guildford): T desire
to move—

That My, Hudsou do take the Chair

of this House as Speaker.
In doing this | am influenced hy a desire
to uphold the dignity of this House and
at the same time to protect the rights and
privileges of members.

Neceral Opposition
Hear !

My, JOHNSON: 1 believe thar Mrv.
Hudzon has the necessary qualifications
to eaery out this duty with ervedit to hini-
self, and at the same time to see that the
digmity of the House iz upheld, and t(hat
the rights and privileges of members are
fullv protected. To justify myself in
moving this motion it is necessary for me
to refer Lo the actions of the late Speaker.
And while I do this, T want it to be
clearly vuderstoad that 1 do not eonsider,
neither bhave T =aul at any time. thai the
Speaker of the last Parliament was wil-
fully partial.  Still T think his naturally
nervous temperament sometimes led him
to mive decisions contrary 10 our Standing
Orders. He failed on oecasions, to my
mind. to fully appreeiate fhe serinusness
or gravity of his aciions.  For instance,
I cannut imagine any more serious poli-
tical indignity than to be chastised by his
Honour the Speaker. Still on oceasions
last  Parliament  members were chas-
tiseel by the Speaker. when there were
mrave doubts as to whether the members
chastized  were really infringing the
Standing Orders. When there is room for
doubt a= o the rights of members or as 1o
whether a wmember is infringing the
Standing Ovders, then unquestionably 1he

Frank

Hear.

Membiers:
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memher should wei the benefit of the
doubt, Cansequently. feeling that last
Parlinment we did not ret the benefit of
the doubi on many oecasions, I am of
opinion that it is necessary in the best
interests of this House that we shou!d not
re-elect the Speaker of last Parliament,
but endeavonr to secure one with higher
qualifications tor the post. Consequently
1 move that Mr. Hudson be elected. T
can wive vne illustration, and 1 want mém-
bers to believe me when 1 say that it is
not this illustration which impels me to
move as [ am deing, for after all I was
couly chastised onee. But my own illus-
tration will show how, oeeasionally, the
Speaker allowed his own  nervons . tem-
perament to mislead him.  On one ocea-
siem we had an all-night sitting and a hard
debte eontinued  throughout  the aight.
Next afternoon we wmet again and con-
linued =itting,  Then, ahout half-past 10
or 11, a metion eame on dealing with the
eonstruction of a proposed railwayv. It
waz well known (o hon, members that T
had 1aken a staml in apposition to the Go-
vermment an this question. | went to the
Leader of the Govermment amd peinred
oul that we had had a leng siliing, thal
members were tired. and that | would
have to speak at some length. The
Leader of rthe Government =aid that he
could not see his way elear to adjourn.
Conzequently I felt called spon {a speak
al some  length. 1 apologised to  the
Speaker ad (0 the House for heing ealled
wupon o make a long speech on a question
that [ felt was of the wimost buportance
te ihe eountry, seeing that the Flouge was
tiredd aud that it had heen sitting eontin-
uonsly for some considerable time. . How-
ever [ finished my speech and was apolo-
gising to the House again, when a leading
question was pnt to e by the Minister
for Works. 1 veplied to that: and the
Speaker rose in hig place and =0 far for-
wot himgelf as to erviticize my method of
speaking. threatening o suspend me from
ihis Chamber because [ replied to an in-
terjection trom the other side. 1 knew
perfectly well ihat if | attempied to de-
fend or justify myself | would he sus-
pemded from 1his Houge, (‘onsequently,
when we lave in the Clhair a wentleman
of the temperament of Mr. Quinlan, we
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have one whose very nature is against his
giving that sound  judgment and those
sound deeisions necessary to uphold the
dignity of Parliament; and it is for that
reason [ pwve that Mr. Hudson bhe
elected, because I beheve Mr, Hudson
possesses those qualifieations that will lead
him fo give deeisions i aceord with the
Standing Orders, and beeaunse his election
will vemove from the House those dis-
agreeable scenes we bad on various oe-
easions owing (o the decisions of the
Speaker being, as we considered—and I
am strongly of opinion our belef was
justified—against the Standing Ovders. .

My, TROY (Mount Magnet): T second
the motion moved by the member for
Guildford, and I agree with his remarks
in that the zentleman who occupied the
position of Speaker during last Parlia-
ment does not possess n a full sense

every qualification for the position. Ay
remarks shall be extremely hrief. T
believe that the Speaker should be

able to control the House with firm dig-
nity and ecourtesy: but T am sure this
House was not controlled in that manner
during last Parliameni. 1 have offen
fell that, instead of being called to ovder
it a manner menibers would have acknow-
ledued as the right of the Speaker and to
which (hey would have bowed, members
have often heen spoken to in a hasty and,
to my mind, most insulting manner by the
late Speaker. The member for Toodvay
possesses the best of feelings towards all
menbers of the House, bnt at the same
time hig impetuosity of temmperament does
not permit him to give a sound judgment
on matters submitted to him. Therefore,
an that aceennt alone, not on aecount of
any personal qualification, but simply be-
canse the member for Toodyay does not
possess the qualifieations 1 have named
as necessary for a Speaker, I second the
nmwotion moved hy the member for Guilad-
ford.

Mr. BATH (Brown Hill): There are
certain responsibilities attached to my
position as  Leader of the Opposition
which makes diseussion and conflict on an
oceasion such as this very unpleasant. 1
kinow that members will agree with that;
but after all. the oceasion an whieh the
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election of a Speaker of this House takes
plaee is perhaps the only oceasion, other
than by a diveet motion such as was moved
by myself during the last session of the
last Parliament, upon which members
have an opportunity of expressing their
opinions on this very important maiter.
I wonld be loth to see any party bias
or feeling imported into the election of
one who sghould be, in the truest sense,
representative of the whole of the mem-
hers of the House irvespeetive of our poli-
tical opinions. The Speaker is, after all,
the representative of members, the eyes
and ears of members, be is there in the
irst place to protect the interests and
the rights and privileges of members, but
there have heen oceasions when I believe,
instead of the decisions of the Speaker
in the last Parliament having a ten-
deney to promote harmony and good feel-
ing. have on  the eontrary provoked
a bitterness of feeling that has not been
in the best interests of the speedy and
smooth eonduet of husiness in this House.
in the first place T might vefer to an in-
cident which necessitated the motion that
[ was very mueh pained to have to move
in the last Parliament. The member for
Guildford also veferred to an oceasion
when his manner of addressing himself
to the House was called in question, a
manner for which his own physical
characteristic only ¢an bhe held to blame;
e was aceused of speaking lond and long.
The member for Mt. Margaret on another
veeagion may have (ransgressed a rule of
the House, if rigidly applied, in giving
utterance to an interjection of an
innocent  charaeter couched o lan-
gnage which 1 have heard every mem-
ber of the House use; but that interjee-
tion was characterised by the Speaker as
vulgar, and the way the memher for Mt,
Margaret was chastised on that occasion
was enough to provoke a scene in a
House even if it were composed of angels,
Now [ think this is the occaston un whieli
matters of this kind should be ventilated.
I for one will say this, that we have
chosen this opportunity, not 1T bhelieve
with the desire of imparting a party air
to this eleetion. We have nominated a
tember on this side of the Heuse in order
to testify the belief that we have members
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capable of filling that pesition, and I for
one will make this promise, that whoever
is elected I will endeavour to uphold him
in carrving out his duties in a fair and
impartial fashion. 1 do not desire to
reflect on the impartiality of the uentle-
man who occupied the position of Speaker
in the last Parliament. Rather do T
believe that his failings were such as
might properly be aseribed to tempera-
ment. It is for those reasons | have
spoken and expressed my opinion on this
oceaston, and knowing as [ do what the
result is likely to be, | believe it may have
the efféct perhapz of preventing a recur-
rence of these incidents in future and tend
to  greaier harmony amongst members
while «itting in this Chamber.

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): In ad-
dressing myself to the House on this ques-
tion 1 am sure no member will charge me
with having a personal feeling towards
Mr. Quinlan, but I have now to say—and
no member of the House is a more re-
gular attendant than I am—that 1 am
satisfied from some of his decisions, and
the manner in which he has carried out his
dutieg in the Chamber—I will say nothing
about his aititude outside the Chamber—
that My, Quinlan is not the best member
to fll that positions | remember when
Mr. Quinlan in the capacity of Speaker
attended a function in the City, the open-
of Levi Green’s bunilding, he went out of
his way to traduce members of this House.
I will read the report of the incident from
ihe West .lustrulian of Saturday, 1lth
August, 1906, Tt says:—

“In responding to the toast of ‘Par-
liament,” at the opentng of Mr. Levi
(ireen’s new premises, in Wellington
Street yvesterday. the Speaker of the
Legislative Asgembly (Mve. T. F. Quin-
lan, M.I..A.) referred in emphatie terms
to the recent disorderly scenes in Par-
liament. He regretted extremely. he
samid, some of the oeccurrences that
had taken place during this session, but
the public might rest assured that while
he held the honourable position he did
in the Legslative Assembly it would
never go to extremes, such as had heen
the cage with Parliaments in other parts
of Australia. (Hear, Hear.) He was
determined that the Parliament of this
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State should hear the name it formerly
did of a properly-conducted and digni-
fied House”

Apparently from his own remarks it had

lost that eonduet and dignity. He went
on to say—
“Some criticisms had heen passed

with reference to his conduct of the
House during this session, but he would
defy any man, inside or outside Parlia-
ment. to have eontrolled the proceed-
ings better than he had done so far.
(Applause.} As a public man he was
open to ecriticisin, and therefore he was
not thheskinned :
Apparently he was not, He went on to
say—

“But he wished the'public to know—
and he did not often gei the chance of
saying it—that should at any time the
occasion arise, he would not be wanting
m his duty and he knew that he would
he upheld by the public at large.”

Now that may be a very commendable
utterance, but not from a Speaker, a
wentleman who should oecupy that posi-
tion to protect every wmember of this
House irrespective of his party feelings.
A Bpeaker should not go to the public and
make such utterances as that. Tt is the
duty of a Speaker to maintain order, but
at the same time it is not his dutv to go
out to public tunctions and make state-
ments traducing hon. members of this
Chamber, as the late Speaker did on that
oceasion; and for that reason I am going
to support the motion that Mr. Hudson
should oee¢upy the Chair. Again there
was the oceasion quoted hy the Leader of
the Opposition, the instance where the
late Speaker went out of his way to read
a communication he had received in his
position as Speaker, bui whieh had noth-
ing to do with the House. It was a eom-
munication from the Chief Hansard Re-
porter that should have been in due course
presented to the Printing Committee; and
ihen if the Printing Committee had
thought it necessary that the Hounse should
he informed of the conteuts of the letter,
the Speaker could have read it to the
House, though T am doubtful whether the
Printing Committee would have author-
ised to de so. For the information of
new memhers of the House I shall read
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what lbe Speaker szid on that oceasion.
He said —

“T have 'a ecommunication whieh I
think it* is requisite members of the
Assembly should be made acquainted
with, and also through them the tax-
payers of the eountry. The communi-
ration is as follows:—

REPORTING ALL-NIGHT SITTINGS.
To the Honourable the Speaker, Legislative
Assembly.

Sir,—It becomes necessary to apply to you
as the directing head of the official staff for
reporting Parliamentary Debates, to provide
such additional sttength as will enable the
reporting and typewriting duties to be carried
on through the nights as well as through the
ordinary working days. The Legislative As-
sembly required this extraordinary work to be
dong' last week,” by sitting from Tuesday
afternoon till Wednesdny midnight without

a break, the Legislative Council also having

to be reported during two long sittings within
the same’ period ; and again in this current
weck the Assembly having started with an
all-night sitting extending till 5 o’clock
a.m. ; these demands on the working strength
of reporters have reached the limit of physical
endurance, and I as leader of the steff feel
that it would be cruel and unreasonable to
cull on my colleagues to continue this exces-
sive strain. Our staff having been formed
on the basis of ordinary requirements, these
having also incressed greatly in recent years
without increase of strength, and our number
being 5 reporters as compared with 10 or 11
on the East side of Australin, it will be
evident that five reporters cannot be divided
into working relief parties {or carrying on day
and night.

-1 have the honour to be your servant,

Epwarp HOGGHTON.
14th November, 1900.

[t wduld be oui of place, holding the
position T de, a neutral one, to make
any cominent farther than to say that I
felt it inewmbent upon me to make this
information kndwn b the Assembly;
and it will.perhaps be the means of eall-
ing the attention of the taxpavers of
the country to the question whether they
get -full value for their woney in ora-
rorteal effect or wonetary vaiue.

My, Walker: T want to know if
thiz is a refleetion on any members in
this House, eolleetively or individually.

Mr. Speaker: 1 cannot allow any
dehate.

Mr. Walker: We are traduced and in-
jured without the right of reply.

Mr. Taylor: It is scandalous.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. Speaker: 1 cannot allow: any-
debate. As I lhave said, I express no-
opinion. I merely considered it ineum-
bent upon me to read the letter, and
draw the attention of members to it.

Mr. Walker: You said the faxpayers.

My, Taylor: It is your duty to pro-
teet the House.

Mr. Speaker: 1 have protected’ the-
House [A section of it probably.]
Bevond placing the letter before the-
House, 1 have nothing to do with if.
The question befure the House is “That
the House do now adjourn.’”

And ke got out of a hot posttion. As-
pointed out by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and by the member for Guildford,.
the late Speaker also made eominents on
the manner in which mentbers addressed’
themselves to the House. We all cannot
he of the disposition of the gentleman
who was Speaker during last Parliawment.
I do not know whether T am favoured
with a lond voice, I do not kuew whether-
the member for Guildford is, but in any-
event I am not going te whisper to mem-
bers, T am going to say what I have to
say in my own manuer as loud or as low
as I like, and I eonteud a Speaker has no
right to make the covunent the late-
Speaker made on that oceasion. More-
over, T remember an incident oecurring
when I was addressing myself to this
House, The Speaker complained of some-
disorderly conduet, or at least what would
bave been disorderly conduet, which bad
transpired previously to my rising to my-
feel. He complained of something which
he said I had interjected. 1 pointed out
that if I had been unruly the tiwe for cor-
recting me was when I was actually inter-
We lad a wordy warfare: and

to drop. It ounly goes to show, as pointed
out hy My, Johnson, that- Mr: Quinlan’s
nervousness does not fit him to hold the-
position of Speaker. A Speaker should
he of quite a different temperament. He
should not be of a nervous disposition or-
lie st necessarily fail. | venture to say
that in the history of Western Australia
o oceupant of the position of Speaker -
in this Chamber has made so manyv-
grievous Blunders- as Mr. Quinlan did’
during the last Parliament. Therefore I°
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there has heen no Parliament. in Ausira-
lia more generally orderly and correclly
hehaved than thiz Parliament was during
iz last course. 1t we were.to. view li<-
torv—and 1 may be pardoned, as it is ~o
apropuz, quoting from the writings of one
of the ablest authorifies in England, May,
who in his Coustitutional History of Fng-
tand wives us a glimpse of the House of
Commaons iiself. Speaking of the bitrer-
ness between Lord North and Fox. he

am opposed to Mr. Quinlan and -will sup-
port Mr. Hndson for the position.

Mr. WALKER (Kanowna): Whoever
‘may be appeinted to the Chair, T take it
that this discussion will de some wood.
T quite sympatihise with Mr. Quinian, in-
_asmueh as his last term of office was his
first, He was inexperienced, and I gues-
tion whether he has qualified himself
+during his term of office by the study and
self discipline that is required for such

an important and digunified position. He says:—

.eertainly forgot himself wore than onee “There have =ince heen altercations
by thar nataral impulze. as it has bheen of  equal  hirternesz.  The deepest
«described, whiclr pievhaps belongs to his -wounds which sareasm and invective
race, and peeuliarly to one of s tempera- could infliet. have heen unsparingly

deaft o political opponents. Comba-
tants ‘have sharpened their tongues like
a serpent: adder’s poison is under their

ment. He, I doubt not, did his best.
Personally T have little: to complain of.
But is there not in this House, and in past

Speakers possibly, and ai all events in the lips.! But wood taste and a stricter
_general publie, a wrong idea prevailing ardef in debaie have restrained the
.as to what the Speaker should be and do. erosser  outrages to  decency. The
When a Speaker 15 appointed to that weapons of debate have heen as keen
Chair, he does not assame the atti- and trenchant as ever; but they have

been wielded aceording to the laws of a
nore .¢ivilised warfare. The first vears
of the Reformed Parliament {hreatened
the revival of seenes as violeni and dis-
urderly as any in the last century: but
as the host of new members became dis-
eiplined hy experience, and the fierce

tude or the functions of a schoolhnaster
-orr of the father of an unruly family.
He is distinetly the mouthpiece and the
~servant of this Assembly, and it seems to
me that Mr. Quinlan seareely recognised
and realised the importance of that during
his terwr of ollice. It is not known, or

rather it is noi realised, that a Speaker
may be just as disordevly as any member
-of the House; that a Speaker, if not wise,
if not tactful, if not observant of his

passions of that period subsided, the
aceustomed decorum of the House of
Commons was restored. Indeed as ihe
Commons  have advaneed in  power

and Freedom, they have shown greater
self-restraint, and a more ready obed-
ienee fo the authority of the Speaker.
They have always been more orderly in
their proceedings than the Lords: and
the contrast which the scenes of the
first tweni: vears of George IIL pre-
zeiit to thoese of later times, can scarcely
fail to strike an atiractive student of
Parliamentary Hisiory. What would
now be thought of such scenes as those
enacted in the time of Sir John Cust,
Sir Fleteher Norion, and Mr, Cornwali
—of rebukes and interruptions, of wn-
seemly altercations with the Chair—of
the words ot the Speaker himself heing
taken down—and of a motion chat they
were disorderly and dangerous to the
freedom of debate?”

I quote this te show that of old in the

~fluties, may provoke instend of subduing
-disorder; that many and most disorderly
: srenes have been created not only mn this
Parliament but other Parliaments by the
lack of judgmeni and diseretion at Lhe
proper moment ou lhe part of the
*Bpeaker. Tt certainly is the duty of tne
Speaker to proteet this Assembly from
outside impulses. He is the guardian
«distinetly of its liberties, its privileges and
its vights. That much he should never
forget if he wants to be an ideal Speaker.
And it is upon that score more than all
-olbers that I regret that the Speaker last
Parliament should have so far foreotten
- himself as to appeal tv taxpayers, or to
-abuse a seetion of this Honse at publie
. assemblages. There he should be =ilent
:as to what comes under his observation
“in this Assembly. T venture in think
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House of Commons a Speaker was called
to order, and his words were taken dowu.
He was rebuked by the House for his
disorderly conduet, and I submit I bave
had vepeatedly to witness the spectacle of
the Speaker himself being the mest dis-
orderly member of the House. The
words the Speaker used in drawing atten-
tion to Mr. Houghtow's letter regarding
the long service of Hansard and report-
ing of all-night debates, were strictly dis-
orderly and ealculated to produce a scene.
They did produce disinrbance and took
up the time of the Honse; but all that
may he the result of inexperience, and
may result from a lack of taking that
proper attitnde towards members of the
House, from a want of knowledge that
the Speaker is a servant of the House,
the guardian of its liberties, and that
he 15 not there (o eorreet and chide
and interrupt members, but that he is
there to see that every member has his
full share of liberty of speech. That is
what he is there for, not to eurtail speech,
not to stop liberty, not to prevent debate,
not to vefleet on its length, not to eriti-
cise its merits, whether it be elegant or
uncouth. The Speaker is there to listen
to n member say what he has to say;
becanse this House, through the people
outside, has the right to hear the huinblest
member pul his case in the form heis
capable of; and it is the Speaker’s duty
to guard the feeblest speaker, the weakest
mind, the most untrained, the most un-
disciplined in the use of langnage, and
not to pit one’s vulgar way of utteranece
against the polished style of another, but
to zee that the privileges of no member
are enrtailed by a majority on the Govern-
ment side or by the anger and passions of
his own side. That is his object, to give
every man his opportunity, and above all,
to see that no member of the House is as-
persed and discredited in order to appeal
to the popular applause of the general
public outside. That is the reason, 1 think,
this censwre. if T may eall it so; on M.
Quinlan has originated. We have felt
that he has not deserved the praise of in-
dividual members, that he has catered io
the wishes of certain members of the
House on  some occasions; that he
has, so to speak. kowtowed .10 the
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veneral public opinion of the worth-
lessness and vulgarity of this Assem-

bly; that he has delivered us into the
hands of our opponents, instead of giving
us that guardianship which we rightly
expected of him. T expect that he will
he rve-elected; if so, I trust that he will
remeraber what has been pointed out,
that a Speaker, as well as a member, can
be disorderly. T frust he will remember
he is there, not to favour some and dis-
favonr others, but to give all their equal
right of speech in the serviee of the conn-
trv. This ecensure, this eriticism, has not
heen done on personal motives, for T ven-
ture to think (here is not one member on
this side of the House who for Mr. Quin-
lan personally has not the very kindest of
regards. Socially we know no hetter or
nwre congenial ecompanion. It is  fo
guard this House from his own blunders,
his own mistakes, that the erificism of
this wmorning has been indulged in.

My, HOLMAN (Murchison): I desire
to say a few words on this question. It
may appear to sone members that I have
occasion, because 1 was perhaps harshly
treated by the Speaker during last Parlia-
ment. All wmy life T have been in the
habii of giving hard blows and reeeiving
the same. 1 desire i to he understood
that in my opinion when a man is sent
here to represent and protect the interests
af the people he shonid be allowed every
latitnde. He should be allowed to place
his requests before the House and other
members in the best possible manner, and
cach and every member shounld receive the
same treatment, immaterial of what posi-
tion in the House he necupies. To show
that 1 not a personal matter brought
forward to-day, I may say that when Mr.
Quinlan was first approached and asked to
hecome Speaker of this Assembly, it was
done by Mr. Taylor and wmyself. We
were the first to ask Mr. Qninlan fo accept
the paosition, knowing as we did that as
far as Mr. Quinlaw's popularity was eon-
cerned there was no disputing the faet.
T think the same feeling obtains here to-
day. The only question which arises is
as to whether Mr. Quinlan has the
strength of will to deal out to every mem-
her in this House the praotection he de-
serves. Oue point brought forward last
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Parliameni, and a very strong one, was
wmy suspension from my seat in this
Chamber. On  that oceasion [ made
use uf a word that in all probability
1 should not bave made use of. In
lvoking through fansard however I find
that in another place far stronger remarks
are used, and do not eall for a demand for
withdrawal by the President. Far
stronger remuarks were made use of by
P, Hackett when he referred to another
member as a liar, and that did not bring
forth a reproach. When speaking in
thiz Chamber in the heat of the moment I
made nse of a remavk wilieh I should not
have dune. 1 withdrew that remark and
that was, to my mind, doing as much as
I should on that occasion; but the Speaker
desired me te humble myself and to apolo-
gize, not to this House, but to the Minister
to whom I made the remark. In connec-
tion with the vemark, although I may not
have been justified in making i, I had
wood grounds for feeling very sore on the
point [ brought forward. It may seem
that in eonnection with this debate we are
voicing our own personal grievances, I
do not desire to defend myself in any
way, For so long as [ am in this Chamber
T will fry and do my duty to the country,
immaterial as te what the question under
diseussion is, and rather than be gagged I
would prefer to leave the House and let
gsomeone else take my place. 1  will
always, to the best of 1wy ability, do my
duty, and if the Speaker prevents me
from speaking on another occasion I will
have to submit to the same freatment
mieted out to me in the past.

Mr. Quinlan and Mr. Hudsen submit-
ted themselves to the will of the House.

Members then proceded to a ballot,
and the Clerk declared, as the result, that

Mr. T. F. Quinlan had been chosen
Speaker.
Mr., SPEAKER-ELECT said: Mr.

Premier and hon. members of the Legis-
lative Assembly: I am deeply indebied
fur the honour you have conferred upon
me for the second time, and it shall be
my endeavour to earry out the duties of
the position in as dignified a manner as
possible. T was glad to hear the few
words which were utfered’ by my friend
Mr. Walker, when he zaid this House
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has the reputation of being the best eon-
ducted House in Australia. With those
remarks [ entirely agree. It shall be my
endeavour to maintain the truth of these
words during the present Parliament. I
liive heen for 18 vears elected to public
lite: 1y fact, since the first Parliament un-
derr Responsible Government, and, [ he-
lieve, it was in this very month, I am a
firm heliever in the old axiom “he who
excuses, nccuses,” and I desire to follow
that wotle as I have endeavoured to do
during iy private and parliamentary
career. 1 can only conclude by assuring
hion. members that they wili not have any
grounds whatever for any charge of par-
tiality. Tt will.be my endeavour to econ-
duet the affaire of the House with the
utmost integrity, and in doing that I fee!
I shall be doing what my conscience die-
lates. [t T should err—human nature is
frail—1 hope hon. members will remem-
ber those words so often expressed, “Be
to his faults a tiifle blind, and to his
victues ever kind.™

Congratulations.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
My, Speaker, may 1 be permitted to eon-
gratulale you upon having heet  once
more elected to the highest office it is in
the power of the House to bestow on one
of its members. I am satisfied vou realise
the obligations whielh devolve upon you
in eonnection with the administration of
this tmpoertant office.  Although  to-day
we have had some slight eriticiem from
hen. members, still we realise that {he
tivst duty of TParliament is to redress
wrievances even hefore passing legislation,
and possibly it was considered by most
meirhers the most opportune time to com-
ment on the past actions of the Chair, and
the necessary qualifications for the posi-
tien. I ean only say that I feel sure, hav-
ing heen elected, every member in this
House will now be prepared to give you
lexyal support in carrying out your most
important duties, and I desire, sir, on be-
half of members on this side of the House,
to heartily- congratulate you upon your
re-election to the position of Speaker.

Mz. BATH (Brown Hill) The
Speaker having been elected to the Chair,
T desire. on behalf of the Opposition, to
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congratulate him ¢n being appeinted to
that very important position. We are
starting a new Parliament and, as the
Premier has said, it is probably just as
well that wembers should have expressed
their opinions at this early stage. I, for
my part, ean give this assurance—and I
believe T ean give the same assurauce on
behalf of the other members of this
House—that so far as my conduet is con-
cerned I will at all times, when consistent
with the performance of my duties, try
and assist the Speaker in carrying out
the dnties attached to the very important
position he holds.

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Premier, M.
Bath, and hon. members: I thank you
very heartily for the eongratulations you
have expressed townards we, and I hope I
shall be able to fulfil all that is desired
from me as the holder of the high aund
honourable position you have been good
enough to elect e to to-day.

[Sitting suspended, at 1.45, until 2.40
p.m.}

Mr. Speaker and lhon. members, in
response to summons, proceeded to the
Legislative Council Chamber to hear the
Governor’s Speech in formally opening
the session of Parliament (cide Council
report ante); and having returned to the
Legislative  Assembly Chamber at 3
o’clock, Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair

and sunonnced that in submitting himseif

to His Excellency as Speaker eleeted by
the Legislative Assembly he had laid
claim to its undoubted rights and privil-
eges, aud prayed that the most favourable
consideration might be put on all its pro-
eeedings, and that His Excellency had
been pleased to make the following
reply i— ’

“It is with mueh pleasure that I
learn that von have been again elected
by the members of the Legislative As-
sembly to the high and honourable

" affice of Speaker of that House. I
lave every confidence that you will fill
the office in a worthy and dignified
manner, and I have the honour to
affirm the Constitutional rights and
privileges hitherto enjoyed by the
Legislative Assembly of this State.”

[ASSEMBLY.]

King's Birthday.
PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Labour Bureau—
Report of Superintendent, 1967; 2,
Prisons—Report of Compiroller Gen-
eral, 1907 ;- 3, Puhlic Charities and Indus-
trial Schools—Report, 1907; 4, Tnsane—
Report of Inspector General, 1907; 3,
Industrial Coneiliation and Arbitration
Act and Trade Uninns Aet—Report om,
1907; 6, Government Railwayz—Report,
1907-08; 7, Perth Observatmy—Report,
1907; 8, Fishing Industrv— Repore, 1907 ;
9, Friendly Societies—Report hy Regis-
trar, 1906; 10, Early Closing Act—Regn-
lations; 11, Marviage Aet—Ruegulations;
12, Police Transfer and Travelling Ex-
penses Regulations; 13, Fremantle Hos-
pital— Amended Regulations: 14, Muni-

cipal By-laws (Perth, Claremoni, Cot-
tesloe, Gildford, Leederville, New-
castle, North Perth, Subiace. Vie-
torin  Park, and York) ; 15 Health
Board By-laws {Central.  Kundip,

Leonora, North Perth, and Onzlow); 16,
Lands—Report by Under Secretary,
1907-08; 17, Government Ruailwavs Aect,
1904—Report and Returns under; 18,
Government Railways—Rules for Carri-
age of Exhits for Agricultural Shows;
19, Cemetery Boards—Ry-laws and State-

ments  (Coolgardie, Kalgoorhe, Karrva-
kaita. Nannine, Southern Cross, Roe-

bourne. and Sandstone); 20. “Land Aet,
1898”—By-laws for Broome and Onglow
Commens, and Coolgardie, Burbanks, and
Widgemooltha State Forests: 21, ‘“Per-
manent Reserves Aet”—B. Reserves 254,
256, and 261.

By the ('olonial Treasurer: QGovern-
ment Savings Bank—-Balance Sheet and
Report. 1907-08.

BILL—=MIDLAND JUNCTION
BOUNDARIES.

The PREMIER, by leave without
notice {by way of assecting privilege),
intreduced a Bill to amend the houndaries
of the Aidland Junetion Municipal Dis-
triet te inelude portion of the Swan Road
District,

Bill vead a first time.

KING'S BIRTHDAY CONGRATU-

LATIONS.

The PREMIER {Hon. N. 1. Moore} ¢

His Excelleney the Governor on behalf
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of the people of Western Australia cabled
a congratulatory message to His Majesty
the King on the oceasion of his birthday,
and the following reply has been fre-
veived :—

“My ~incere thanks to yourself, the
Government and my people of Western
Ausiralia for telegram of loyalty, con-
gratulations and good wishes on my
birthday.,

Edward, R. and 1.”

TIMBER TROUBLE, MURCHISON.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
A telegram whieh may be of interest to
members has just been received with re-
vard to the timber strike that has taken
place on the Murehizon. Warden Troy
has telezraphed :—

“fte wond strike, ficewood company
and representatives of stvikers met last
night amd coneiuded an agreement hy
which eorapany pays nine shillings per
cord to citrers.  Antivipated cutters
will confirm this agreement to-day.”

LEXHIBITION AWARDS, FRANCO-
) BRITISH.

The PREMIER (Hon. X. J. Moore) :
It will be interesting if I take this
opportunily of stating that we have re-
ceived intelligenece of further awards at
the Franco-British  Exhibition.  among
whieh was a gold medal for wheat that
the hon. memher for Katanning has been
suceessful enough to win.

GOVERNOR'™S OPENING SPEECH.

Mr. SPEAKER amwnownced hat
copies of the Governor's Opening Speech
had been distributed to members.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First day.

Mr. JACOBY (Swan): When the re-
quest wag made 10 me te wmove the motion
which I shall directly submit for ihe
consideration of members, 1 hesitatel to
accede 10 it because 1 felt there were

any members in this Chamber more
worthy to undertake the task and ful-
fil it with better credit than [ was.
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Secondly, I look, upon a Speech in
connection with the Address-in-lieply
as not leading to any very eliuite

conelusion, and I always find myself in
same diffieulty in making a speech of this
sort, Thirdly, after my experience in the
Houze in previous Parliaments, and after
having bheen ont of the House for the
terny of one Parliament and watched its
proceedings during that time, it appears
to me that the time taken up in the Ad-
dress-in-Reply debate is hardly justilied
by the vesult, and it would appeal tv .ne
personaily if the House were plac:1in a
positton to po straight on with the work
as soun as it met, and particularly on this
accagion when we are now nearly midway
through the financial year and in many
directions the authority of the House is
required for the commeneement of works
necessary to the progress of the State.
However, hefore I proceed any further,

gir, permit me fo offer you my e
gratulations on  the position you now

vecupy az Speaker of the Legislative As-
senthly, and 1 feel sure we can place in
vour hands those liberties and rights of
individual members of Parliament., ir-
rezspective of which side of the House
they sit on. Now, in the Speech just de-
liverad by His Excellency due premin-
ence has rightly been given to the finan-
cial position. The eonclusion I hold re-
garding the State’s position is not such
a glomy one as that faken by a good
many who have recently been discussing
our linances, When we recollect that in
every State in Anstralia periods have haa
to he passed throngh of great depression
as far as the State finances ave concerned,
ail in every case large deficits have been
built up; and when we reeollect the size
of those deficits in different States, four
and a-half millions in Victoria and over
two millions in South Australia; recol-
leeting all that, we ean take heart of
grace when we see that in spite of the
depression in our finances, at the end of
last financial year we bad no more to the
debil’ side than a little over £200,000.
While agreeing with the measures taken
by the Government to see that proper
eennomy is practised, I trust we are not
to in any way stop those developmental
works =0 necessary io the welfare of our
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people and of our State. [ notice that in
many directions we are opening up new
distriets, and 1 nueb regret that while
doing this we have heen neglecting to
some extent those older-seitled districts
still requiiring roads. And whilst 1
am prepaved o supporl the Government
n every way in opening up country by
nieans of (he railways that have been pro-
pused, T (rust that the Government will
. not lose sight of the fael that very great
setflement can still take place in the older-
zettled distriets of the State if proper
roads he provided. Outside the State
tinanees it is unfortunately a faet that
we are suffering from a depression in
business. However it is not a depression
cansed by any shortage of the output of
our own primary indusiries, but one
aused by the faet that owing tu the
drought in Eastern Australia the Austra-
lian exports of Iast  year were of
£6,000,000 value less than they, have been
on an average for some years previously;
and so it iz beeause we have received from
abroad £6,000,000 less than we usually
get for produce exported, that the
shorfage of money 1s being fell all
throngh Aunstralia, And in this connee-’
tion T want to express this hope, that as
we have in Western Australia a large
munber of banking institutions and a
certain proportion of them are affected by
the financial position in the East, and I
think if is also true to say that some of
the deposits the people of Western Aus-
tralia have put into these banks are being
utilised not for advaneing to people who
are earrving out industries in our own
State but are being taken away to help
build up industries in the Bast—in view
of this I hope that when it comes to a
question for’ the Government to eonsider
which bank they wiil deal with and trans-
act business through, they will rememhber
this and favour these banks not open to
this charge.

“AMr. Walker: Why not have our own
hank ?

Mr. JACOBY: XNow this Parliament
will pass through, whal will-be in connee-
tion with the financial posilion of this
Siate. a most auxious time, and the reason
1 am standing here moving this motion
and thereby announcing myself a sup-
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porter of the Government is because I
eonsider it necessary m the interests of the
State, especially in reference to our finan-
cial relationship with the Commonwealth,
and for our welfare generally, that we

should have stable government. At the
same {ime 1 will not give way one
ivta ol my right to  express my
opinions, but  they will be expressed
tor the purpose of improving and
building up  the party with which T
am sitting.  Now T note with appre-

eiation the statement made in His Excel-
leney’s Speech vegarding the improve-
ment uoticeable in conneetion with fhe
mining industry: and | can assure my
friends who sit as representatives of dis-
triets where that industry is the para-
mount industry that they can look upon
me as an agricultural member prepared,
however, (v give every assistance to the
development of the mining industry. Now
agrienltural development is proeeeding hy
leaps and hounds, and although prohably
T shall have svme proposition that I' way
venture later io hring hefore this House
to develop that industry, [ must express
my appreciation  of the work alveady
done by the Govermment in connection
with that industry.  Before [ conclude
I desire 1o express the hope that ma2nbers
will reeognise with me that one of the
areatest privileges of a Parliament and
of our Parliament is that we should lead
the public opinion in this State and that
we ghould endeavour not so muech io pass
legislation or to legislate in aecordance
with public opinion, but more in accor-
dance with the real interests of the
people; and 1 feel sure that members,
sitting on whatever side of the House
they may, will bring te these discussions
whatever talent they may be gifted with,
so that at the end of our labours we may
look forward to work done in the real
interests of the country. 1 beg to move
the adoption of the following Address-
m-Reply to His Excellency’s Speech :—

May it please Your Excellency—
We the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of the State of Western
slustralia in Parliament assembled, beg
to express loyalty to our Most Grarious
Novervign, and 1o thank your Ercellency
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for the Speech you have been plecsed

tn address to Parliement.

Mr. OSBORN (Roebowrne) : I have
pleasure in rising to second the motion
moved by the member for Swan (Mr.
Jacoby), for the adoption of an Ad-
dress in reply to the Governor's Speech.
But before doing so, allow me, M.
Speaker, to express what I ihink is due
from me towards yowself. Allow me to
offer you my congratulations upon being
elected Speaker of the Legislative As-
sembly. It 15 very pleasing to me to
be able to offer vou those congratulations
for more than one reason, from the fact
that I think we have known une another
practieally all our lives, and from the
faet that we started on our careers prac-
tieally in the same dirvection. We both
struek out in the same direction in the
constitueney in whiech 1 now represent.
It will be fresh in your memory that we
both branched out in our own careers
in the same direction and we have been

. practically associated with one another
for many lmg years. And 1 trust
you will be spared many years to occupy
the position you now oceupy, and that
with the support of hon. memhers in this
House you will not be hampered or har-
assed in  your deliberations, and I am
sure and certain that any ruling you will
give will be in arenrdanee with vour con-
seience and what voun consider in the hest
inferests of the State and this Parliament
assembled. Land settlement has been re-
ferred to in the Speech and it is gratify-
ing fo note the statements contained there-
in. No doubl the Government have done
the best possilble in the interests of the
State in this direction, They have pushed
land settlement forward with the utmost
ability. T am certain if they had not
taken advuntage of the fiourishing eon-
dition of the mining industry the agrieul-
tural industry wonld not be so flourishing
as it is te-day. At one time in our State
there was seemingly a feeling from the
mining point of view that agriculturists
should receive no attention, but [ am glad
to say that feeling has changed, and fo-
day the mining industry seems fo recog-
nise that the agricultural industry is
necessary for the welfare of the State
and the publie generally, and that it i1z one
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of the iirst and foremost things that
should claim the attention of this Touse.
Take for instance the imports last vear
of things we should really be producing
in the State. Last vear we imported
bacun, ham, eggs, bulter and tea. ete., to
the value of £635,350, and jams, jellies
and fruits to the value of £153.911, while
we Impurted meats, flour. oats, pollard,
poiatues and onions to the walue of
£262.493. There appears to be a splen-
did indueement for those prepared to
spend their woney i the direction nf tak-
ing up land and producing those items I
liave eunmerated. One faet seems to
present itself in Jdealing with those items,
and that is thal the ham and bhacon fae-
tory that was established al Fremantle
some two ov three yvears agn appears to
have given ap the industry in this State
because it has not been able to buy suffi-
cient live stock for its eontinnation. I
think that in itself should induce the peo-
ple of the State to consider whether there
is not plenty of scope for the settlement
of land and the production of these com-
modities. 8o far as the vesources of the
State are concerned every day hrings with
it some new discovery of importance to
the country, Only lately we have heard of
discoveries in phosphates, also tale. Al-
thongh perhaps the discovery of tale
is of little importance, yet it points to the
fact that in the State we have everything
required, and 1 nm sure (hal with judiei-
ous handling of the reins of Government
these niinerals, these deposits, will be fur-
ther exploited, and there will be fresh dis-
ceoveries. In regard to the phosphates
diseovery I (rust the Government will
not lose sight of it, and rhat every endea-
vour will be made to get it o the mar-
ket, or that faeilities will he given for
private enterprise to put it on the Jocal
market at the earliest possible moment.
Mention is made in the Governor's Speech
of steps to be taken to assist and encour-
age mining operations. Although this
assistance is to he practically at this end
of the State. T hope the Government
lave not overlnoked the Northern-portion
of the State, and I trust that at an early
date the Government will take into con-
sideration the value of the wmineral de-

posits and  of the preeious and baser
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metals in the North, and that a great deal
maore assiztance will be given in the future
than has heen ziven in the past, in regard
to assisting prospectors if necessary by
runhing light tramways or light lines of
ratlway to assist in bringing minerals
or the baser metals to the market at a
reasemable and profitable price. At pres-
ent we have enormous deposits of copper
and silver lead in the Northern portion
of the State, vet the prospectors have no
way of getting the products to the port.
Onslow suffers from this. There are
onornens depoxits of  copper  and
silver lead. bul the owners have had to
abandon them beeanse they have spent all
their profits in putting the prndaet on the
market. We have no smelter in the State
to tremt the vres. | frust the matter of
smelters will he (aken in hand by the
Government =0 that we ean utilise onr own
mineral deposits instead of sending them
away for treatment. and instead of pay-
ing envrmons priees to have them treated.
I trust the Government will not Inse sight
of (hix wrwent matter, that =melters should
he erected In a eentral =pot 1o assizt in
putting the haser metals on the market. I
nwotiee with nimeh pleaznre that the Gov-
erntuent propose to bring in a Bill ealled
the Vermin Extinetion Bill. I know this
mea=ure has hiad some consideration at the
hands of the Governmen(. but unfortun-
nately it Jdid not hecoe law during last
ses#ion. | ean assure the Government
that the pastoralists of my constitueney
are very anxious that the Bill should be
put thromeh at the earliest possible mom-
ent. ['ndoubtedly the primary ohjeet of
ihe Rill, from what [ ean learn, is to deal
with the vabbit invasion, but besides rab-
bits there is a pesi in the Northern dis-
tricts of the State, to enpe with which
is @ wuostly matter to the squatters,
I refer to the wild degs, and T hope the
Bill will ineclode o provision dealing with
wild dugz. T hope the Government will
take an early opportunily of amending
the Licensing et s that there can be a
limitation to the muunber of natives’ dogs
in the Itoebourne and neighlbouring elee-
torates, heeause 1 can assure members that
the natives" dogs are duing nearly as muel
damave as the wild dogs. T understand
that each native is allowed to keep one
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dog without licensing it, and as many
mare as he likes by licensing, which makes
it practicable for the blacks to keep
around them as many dogs as they like,
and thereby do a tremendous amount of
damage to the squatters in the distriets
where they reside. 1 hope the Govern-
ment will amend the Licensing Act so aa
to allow the natives to have no dogs, or
at any rate a limited number, because
this is a matter of great importance to {he
district from the pastoralist’s point of
view. Some pastoralists in the North are
paying as much as £125 a year for the
destruetion of dogs, that 'is, in ad-
dition to what is already allowed by the
Government for that pwmrpose, In regard
to the Early Closing Aet [ hold certain
opinions, and I trusi that when the matter
comes Dbefore the House we shall arrive
at some deciston that will be equitable
to all concerned, not only favourable to
the shopkeeper or to the shop assistants,
but also to the purchaser who has to pur-
chase his commodities when time affords.
1t is not at all times of the day or week
that some of onr people can shop. they
have to take the opportunity of shopping
when it is eonvenient to them, and I trust
that when this matter comes up for dis-
cussion we shall see our way clear to give
the three classes 1 have nentioned the
opportunity of saying on what days the
shops shall be closed. I trust that the
solution of the matter will be in the diree-
fion so that the purchaser as well as the
employers and employees shall have a
say. [ take some litile interest in matters
of the Federal Parliament as well as in
those of the Parliament of the State, and
I notice a very disquieting feature in cur-
rent affairs is the continued attempt on
the part of legislators in the Federal Par-
liament to usurp to themselves the right
te administer the whole of the affairs
both Federal and internal. I trust
that while this State exists and while the
faet remains that we are disconnected
hy a thousand miles of seaboard or a
thousand miles of desert—

Mr. Collier: What!  Desert?
have been reading the _1ge.

Mr. OSBORN :  While these condi-
tions exist,. or even if they do not exist, T
think this State or any other State has

You
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a perfect right ic manage its own econ-
-eerns, and 1 rewret indeed that the lewis-
Jators we have zent from here to do our
work in the Federal Parliament lose sight
of the fact that if we were able to select
them to represent ns in the Federal Par-
liament we should be given the eredit that
we still possess in Western Australia men
able to administer our own affairs, and I
hope they will not endeavour to take
from this State or any other State the
right to monage its own affairs, I hope
the Government and the Parliament will
use every efforl in maintaining the rights
and privileges of our vwn State, our own
industries and our own financial future,
Althongh a few days agn there was some
<controversy in respect to the management
of our railways, yet the facts show a very
gratifving tmprovement in the adminis-
tration of our railway system. Working
expenses have decreased and profits have
increased. Though some say that our
railwaye ave too expensively run, each
Fear shows that they are run on more
economical lines and the administration
must he betier. To nmy mind the pros-
pect of our rallwavs is very pleasing,
and 1 think that under the present admini-
stration the railways are giving most ex-
cellent results. Each year brings down
the loss in the cost of ronning. While
the mileage rmin is considerably more, our
‘profits likewise are more, so that T do not
think there is much to fear in respect of
‘the administration generally of the rail-
ways uf the Siate. Now in regard to the
railways in the wmining distriets, I quite
recoguise that as far as the Marble Bar-
Hedland Railway is concerned it is a
thing of the past, a matter that has heen
fought out in this House; but neverthe-
Tess 1 regret that the stariing point of
‘that railway was not from a seaport fur-
ther this way, where it wwould have given
a great opportunity of developing far
piore country and the resilts would have
been far greater for the port where it
is to go throngh. But I-am hoping that
the Government will mot forget that there
are other portions of the same district
‘Tequiring some consideration in the diree-
tion of a railway, and I hope they will
-take this as a hint “that it requires some
little attention.
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Mr. Gil: You want another one.
Me. USBURN @ Yes. we want two

more. for by 1wo more we could get far
beiter resultz=. While in business at the
particular centre that the railway is now
running to, I helieved that the line
should start from Port Hedland, whereas
I now know that from Roebourne
or Cossack ports, or Balla Balla,
it would be running (hrough min-
eral eountry the whole way. If hon.
members will only look up facts they will
notice, as | said befure, there are immense
deposits outside Onslow that could be very

-well worked if the connnodity could he

hronght to market. A second railway is
needed to bring those mineral deposits to
market. We do not mind whether i is
a railway or an electrie tram. We are
not proud pecple in that distriet, and I
ean assure members that they will receive
the thanks of the constitueney when they
conzent to the scheme 1 have suggested,
and which I hope the Government will not
lose sight of. In eonclusion, may T ex-
press the hope that in the very near
future the State will reap the henefit of
the developmental policy of the Govern-
ment to a far greater extent than what it
has done up to {he present time. We
know that some railways have nat vet had
a vhance to show that they will e remun-
eralive and justify the Government in
having undertaken them, and I hope this
House will give the Government every
credit for having undertaken the develop-
mental work which they have carried ont
in this State during their ecareer. I
think we must acknowledge, evervone of
us, that the Government have iline their
best for the development of ihe Siate
generally and as a whele, and they have
not to my mind paid ailention io any one
particular district wmore than to anoiher.
Perhaps Lhey have not heen able in eope
with all the requirements and requests of
the people: still I think they are doing
their utmost and using every endeavour
to further the interests of the State as
a whole, and I trust this House will give
them that assistance and support which
it i« absolutely necessary for them to
have, While touehing on the finances we
must admit that it seems rather had on
the face of it thal we should have zone



24 Address-in-Reply.

so far
still I agree with the hon. memher for
Swan that {here is nothing to be very
down ghout in the taet that we have a
little more overdraft than we ought to
have. It will oceur with every business
just as with Western Australia. Surely
the amount of overdraft, or the amount
of expenditure in excess of receipts, ix
uot going (o lay ns out in bankruptey.
We still have our industries although if
we do not get the support and the faeili-
ties that we shonid get from the Govern-
ment of the day, then our own induostries
must suffer, We must support the Gov:
ernment in the undertaking, knowing they
are not running the State into any finan-
cial diffieulties. unreasonable finaneial
difficulties, that we would not undertake
individually ourselves. Every man who
has any idea of business at all will admit
that he would not clese his doors to busi-
ness for the simple reason that his bank
overdraft had run up a little more than
he had expected. The Government re-
cognise that they have certain work to do
and will endeavour to carry it out, and I
hope the House will support the Gov-
ernment in this and not feel afraid of the
small overdraft staring them in the face.
T am quite confident that the present
Treasurer is not likely lo give away the
enormous grants that have been bnilt up
in the past, and I hope he will earry out
his intention of straightening np the
affaire of the State, Too much maoney
has heen given away in special grants and
for works really not necessary.

Mr. Heitmanw: What aboul the poor
squatters?

Mr. OSBORXN : [ do not think the
squatters ever received any special grant,
neither have thev asked for any. I
wuuld like to mention this fact, that the
squatters in the constituency I represent
do not ask the Government for assist-
ance to exterminate wild dogs, but simply
for a measure to enable them to tax them-
selves to pay men to exterminate the dogs.
That is one feature that does not strike
hon. members in this House. They do
not ask the Government to assist them,
but merely to allow them to assist them-
selves. T have mueh pleasure in second-

[ASSEMBLY.]

behind in the first four moenths:

Timber Trouble.

ing the motion moved by the hon. niem-
her for Swan.

On motion by .
Journed.

Bath, debate ad-

Howse adjourned al 3.95 p.m.

Tegislative RAssembly,
Thursday, 12th Novewdher, 1908.

Papers presented .

Timbet Trouble, Enstern Goldields %
Questions : State Battery Wiluun, (_‘, mlde Plant 25
Hoaspital Sul kidies 5
Fremantle Hurbour Regulntmns .. 26
Etectornl, Megul voting .. . . .. 28
Electorn]l Boundarics, Meuzies . .. 26
Sitting Days wnd Hours _, .. 2
Government Rusiness, Precedence .. 8
Comuwittees for the Sessia . .. 23
Address-in-Reply, second day | . .. 38
The SPLE AKI"_.R took the Chair at £.30

p.n., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Treasurer: 1, Amended Regu-
lations under the Audit Act; 2, Copies
of Orders in Couneil under Section 35
of the Audit Aet: 3. Public Labrarv—
Annual Report, 1907-5.

By the Premier: 1, Return of Exemp-
tions granted under “The Mining Aet,

19047; 2, Fremantle Harbour Trust
Regulations.
By the Minister for Werks: 1, By-

laws of the Ashburton Roads Board: 2,
By-laws of TUpper Gascoyne Roads
Board; 3. By-laws of Melville Roads
Board.

TIMBER TROUBLE, EASTERN
GOLDFIELDS.
Debate Trregular.

Mr TAYLOR (Mount Margaret) : I
desire to move the adjourument of the
Haeuse on a matter of urgeney to deal
with the Kurrawang wood trouble.



